Impatiens acuminata Benth. ex Hook.f. & Thomson, endemic to Meghalaya in North-Eastern India, is lectotypified here. The species was collected/observed only five times in the 20 th century. A detailed description and photographic illustrations based on live plant material is provided for its easy identification along with its comparison to closely related species I. parkinsonii C. E. C. Fisch. Geographical distribution, conservation status and horticultural potentials of the species are also discussed.
Introduction
In India, genus Impatiens is represented by more than 210 taxa distributed mainly in eastern Himalayas, including North-Eastern states and the Western Ghats (Hooker 1875; Vivekananthan et al. 1997; Bhaskar 2012) . Newly described species are added yearly (Chowlu et al. 2017; Gogoi & Borah 2017; Gogoi et al. 2017a Gogoi et al. , 2017b Gogoi et al. , 2017c Lidén & Bharali 2017; Moaakum et al. 2017) . Meghalaya is one of smaller Indian states (22,429 km 2 ), sandwiched between Bangla desh to the south and Assam to the east and north. The state is hilly, with the highest point reaching 1961 m above sea level. The most prominent climatic feature is summer monsoon, bringing very abundant rains. These conditions support growth of about 40 species of Impatiens (Mao et al. 2016) . Two more species were added to the Meghalaya and Indian flora in recent years Verma et al. 2016a ) and one recollected after more than 60 years (Verma et al. 2016b ).
Materials and methods
Recently, during a field exploration to the West and South West of Khasi Hills district, Meghalaya, Northeastern India, in July 2016, and November 2016 under annual action plan project of Botanical Survey of India, Shillong, two of the authors (CD & SRT) collected a few Impatiens species. After critical examination and review of relevant literature (Hooker & Thomson 1859; Hooker 1875 Hooker , 1905 Vivekananthan et al. 1997) accompanied by the examination of herbarium samples deposited at CAL, ASSAM, K, B (http://sweetgum.nybg.org/ scien ce/ih/), one plant collected during the Survey was identified as Impatiens acuminata Benth., endemic to Northeastern India (Vivekananthan et al. 1997) . The species was introduced in the Botanical Garden of Botanical Survey of India, Shillong. In June 2000, the same species was also collected by another author (BBTT) from Nongstoin, West Khasi Hills, Meghalaya while on a plant collection trip for ex-situ conservation of RET species by Botanical Survey of India. The species was introduced to Experimental Botanical Garden, Botanical Biodiv. Res. Conserv. 50: 33-38, 2018 VARIABILITY, TAXONOMY AND PHYLOGENY Survey of India, Barapani, Meghalaya and established there as a self-propagating population.
The name Impatiens acuminata Benth. appeared first in Wallich Catalogue (Wallich Numer. List no 4754) in 1832, based on the collection of H. Bruce from Khasi Hills of the present day Meghalaya. The name was a "nomen nudum" but later validated by J. D. Hooker and T. Thomson in 1859. "The Plant List" mentioned the name of this beautiful endemic species as "unresolved" (http://www.theplantlist.org/tpl1.1/record/ kew-2862091) due to lack of its recent collections and taxonomic account; hence the present communication is to highlight its true identity from fresh collections along with consultations to type collections and to lecto typify the name. While describing Impatiens acuminata, Hooker & Thomson cited three gatherings. In the absence of indication of a single specimen as type, all of the specimens cited in the protologue are to be treated as syntypes (Art. 9.5 of ICN, McNeill et al. 2012 ). Hence, a lectotype is designated here from original material (Fig. 1) . The species was collected only five times in the 20 th century, hence a detailed morphological description and coloured illustrations (Fig. 2) are provided from live plants to facilitate its easy identification. Geographical distribution of the species in comparison with literature is also discussed, as well as its horticultural potential.
"The Plant List -a working list of all plant species" mentioned I. acuminata Benth. ex Hook.f. & Thomson as an unresolved name (http://www.theplantlist.org/ tpl1.1/record/kew-2862091), probably the species is known only from dry collections, nobody studied it thoroughly from fresh material and its affinities to related species. Looking at its morphological charters, it shows closeness to I. parkinsonii C. E. C. Fisch., another species found in Northeast India to Myanmar (Gogoi et al. 2015) , but both species are distinct with regard to their unique morphological characters. A comparison table is provided to show morphological differences of I. acuminata and I. parkinsonii (Table 1) . C o n s e r v a t i o n s t a t u s : Due to scarcity of collections, the species is little known up-to-date, although it has potential horticultural importance due to showy, orange-red coloured flowers (Fig. 2) . The present study revealed its natural populations mainly confined to the West Khasi Hills and South Western Khasi Hills districts of Meghalaya without any threat to its existence. As stated above, the species is growing with an established
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